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Extract from the Suffolk County Council Constitution 
 

Part 1  

 
Health Scrutiny Committee  

 
10.13  The Council will appoint a Health Scrutiny Committee to review and scrutinise, 

in accordance with the Local Authority (Public Health, Health and Wellbeing 

Boards and Health Scrutiny) Regulations 2013, matters relating to the health 
service in Suffolk and to make reports and recommendations on such matters 

in accordance with the regulations.  
 
10.14  The role of the Health Scrutiny Committee will be to invite and consider 

comments from interested parties. Interested parties will include:  
 

• local patient and carer organisations,  
• Local Healthwatch organisations,  
• the Health and Wellbeing Board,  

• NHS Trusts in Suffolk,  
• consultations on substantial variation 

 
These representations will help to develop a forward work programme and 

will be included in any matters to be considered.  
 
10.15  The Health Scrutiny Committee has responsibility for the scrutiny of wellbeing 

and health services across the county and may review and scrutinise any 
matter relating to the planning, provision and operation of health services in 

the county.  
 
10.16  The Health Scrutiny Committee may establish joint arrangements for the 

scrutiny of health matters, including the appointment of a joint committee, 
with one or more local authorities, to exercise the functions relevant to the 

Health Scrutiny Committee.  
 
10.17  The Health Scrutiny Committee may make reports and recommendations to 

the appropriate person(s) or body, on any matter that it has reviewed or 
scrutinised.  

 
10.18  The Health Scrutiny Committee must be consulted where any responsible 

person (defined in the regulations) has under consideration any proposal for a 

substantial development of the health service in the county, or for a 
substantial variation. The Committee may report to the Secretary of State if it 

is not satisfied that consultation on any proposal has been adequate in 
relation to content or time allowed, where it is not satisfied with any reasons 
given for not consulting, and where it considers that the proposal would not 

be in the best interests of the health service in the county.  
 

10.19  The Health Scrutiny Committee may establish such task and finish groups 
and, where appropriate, appoint the Chairman from within the membership of 
the Health Scrutiny Committee but with such other membership as it sees fit, 

to undertake scrutiny on a task and finish basis. 


